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TRANSLATOR’S PREFACE. 


Tax following translation has been undertaker, with the hope 
of rendering Kant’s Kritik der reinen Vernunft intelligible to 
the English student. 

‘The difficulties which meet the reader and the transiator 
of this celebrated work arise from various causes. Kant was 
aman of clear, vigorous, and trenchant thought, and, after 
nearly twelve years’ meditation, could not be in doubt as to his 
own system. But the Horatian rule of 


Verba presvisam rem non invita sequentur, 


will not apply to him. He had never studied the art of ex- 
pression. He wearies by frequent repetitions, and employs a 
great number of words to express, in the clumsiest way, what 
could have been enounced more clearly and distinctly in a 
few. The main statement in his sentences is often over- 
laid with a multitude of qualifying and explanatory clauses ; 
and the reader is lost in a maze, from which he has great 
difficulty in extricating himself. There are some passages 
which have no main verb ; others, in which the author loses 
aight of the subject with which he set out, and concludes with 
a predicate regarding something else mentioned in the course 
of his argument. All this can be easily accounted for. Kant, 
as he mentions in a letter to Lambert, took nearly twelve 











c 
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PRANSLATOR'S PREFACE. ” 


made a number of very happy conjectural mendations, the 
accuracy of which cannot be doubted. 

It may be necessary to mention that it has been found 
requisite to coin one or two new philosophical terms, to repre- 
sent those employed by Kant. It was, of course, almost im- 
possible to translate the Kritik with the aid of the philoso- 
phical vocabulary at present used in England. But these new 
expressions have been formed according to Horace’s maxim— 
parce detorta. Such is the verb intuite for anschauen ; the 
manifold in intuition has also been employed for das Mannig- 
faltige der Anschauung, by which Kant designates the varied 
contents of a perception or intuition. Kant's own terminology 
has the merit of being precise and consistent. 

Whatever may be the opinion of the reader with regard to 
the possibility of metaphysics—whatever his estimate of the 
utility of such discussions,—the value of Kant’s work, as an 
instrument of mental discipline, cannot easily be overrated. If 
the present translation contribute in the least to the ad- 
vancement of scientific cultivation, if it aid in the formation 
of habits of severer and more profound thought, the translator 
will consider himself well compensated for his arduous and 
long-protracted labour. 

J.M. D. M. 
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OBSERVATIONS ON THE THIRD ANTINOMY. 


Thesis. 

m nature, and are not mere 
continuations of it; on the 
contrary, the determining 
causes of nature cease to ope- 
rate in reference to this event, 
which certainly succeeds the 
acts of nature, but does not 
proceed from them. For these | 
reasons, the action of a free} 
agent must be termed, in re- 

rd to causality, if not in re- 
lation to time, an absolutely 
primal beginning of a series 
of phenomena. 

The justification of this need 
of reason to rest upon a free 
act as the first beginning of 
the series of natural causes, is 
evident from the fact, that] 
all philosophers of antiquity 
(with the exception of the Epi- 
curean school) felt themselves 
obliged, when constructing 2 
theory of the motions of the 
universe, to accept a- prime 
mover, that is, a freely acting 
cause, which spontaneously 
and prior to all other causes 
evolved this series of states, 
‘They always felt the need of 
going beyond mere nature, 
for the purpose of making a 








first beginning comprehensi- 
ble. 
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Antithesis. 
phenomens,whichwouldother- 
wise proceed regularly and uni- 
formly, would become there 
by confused and disconnected. 








OBSERVATIONS ON THE FOURTH ANTINOMT. 


Thens. 
contradictory 

former state. ‘lo be that, it 
is necessary that in the same 
time in which the preceding 
state existed, its opposite could 
have existed in its place; but 
such a cognition is not given 
us in the mere phenomenon 
of change. A body that was in 
motion=4A, comes into a state 
of rest==non-d. Now it can- 
not be concluded from the 
fact that a state opposite to 
the state follows it, that the 
contradictory opposite of is 
possible ; and that is there- 
fore contingent. To prove 
this, we should require to know 
that the state of rest could 
have existed in the very same 
time in which the motion took 
place. Now we know nothing 
more than that the state of rest 
was actual in the time that fol- 
lowed the state of motion; con- 
sequently, that it was also pos- 





sible. But motion at one time, ; 


and rest at another time, are 
not contradictorily opposed to 
each other. It follows from 
what has been said, that the suc- 
cession of opposite determina. 
tions, that is, change, does not 
demonstrate the fact of con- 
tingency as represented in the 
conceptions of the pure under. 
standing ; and that it cannot, 
therefore, conduct us to the 
fact of the existence of a ne- 
cesanry being. Change proves 


opposite of the] 
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Antithem. 
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